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Welcome to Warsaw, the heart of Poland! We are thrilled to
welcome you to our city and help you make the most out of your
Erasmus experience.
This guide is designed to provide you with all the essential
information and tips you need to navigate your way through the
city and make the most of your time here. From practical advice on
transportation and accommodation to cultural events, we've got
you covered. We've also included a few unique and fun activities to
add to your bucket lists.
We know that Erasmus is more than just studying abroad, it's an
opportunity to grow, learn and make memories that will last            
 a lifetime. We hope this guide will help you to do just that!

MIŁO CIĘ WIDZIEĆ! 
IT'S NICE TO SEE YOU!

ESN PW
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Now that you know the why let's talk about the how...

As an Erasmus student at WUT, you will have access to all
the resources and support the university offers to its
students. You will also have access to the ESN PW student
section where you can find a community of fellow Erasmus
students, and join our events and activities.

It's important to keep in mind that you will need to submit
all necessary documents and complete all procedures before
your arrival, so make sure to stay on top of the deadlines
that will be provided by your home institution.

Lastly, make sure you have a plan for accommodation,
transportation, and healthcare before arriving in Warsaw.
We recommend starting your research and preparations
well in advance to ensure that everything is in place.

Congratulations on being accepted into the Erasmus program at the
Warsaw University of Technology! We are excited to welcome you to our
city and help you make the most out of your Erasmus experience!

First things first, let's talk about the purpose of the Erasmus program. The
program is designed to allow students to study or work abroad for some
time, to enhance their personal, academic, and professional development.
By participating in the program, you'll have the chance to immerse
yourself in a new culture, learn a new language and make lifelong friends!

Erasmus 101: 
The Basics
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Remember that as a member of the ESN PW student section, we are here
to help and support you in this exciting journey. Don't hesitate to reach
out to us with any questions or concerns you may have. Good luck and
have a great time on Erasmus in Warsaw!



Check-in to Campus Life:
Getting Started at WUT

BEFORE ARRIVAL

your passport or ID card, 
proof of health insurance, 
and a certificate of enrollment from your home university.

First things first: before you can begin your studies, you will need to
submit several required documents such as:

You can find all the information you need on the university's website,              
or you can contact the International Students Office (ISO) for assistance.

They can also provide you with information on the registration process
and on any specific documents you may need to submit, and they can
help you with any other questions you may have.

Welcome to the Warsaw University of Technology! We’re so excited to
have you here as an Erasmus student, and we hope you're looking
forward to an amazing experience. Our university is pretty special - it has
a long history that dates back to the 19th century and is the best
technical university in Poland. In fact, it's been ranked first in its category
in the ranking of Polish universities for fifteen years in a row!

You're about to embark on an exciting journey of academic and cultural
discovery. But before you dive into your classes and explore the city, you
need to take care of some important administrative tasks. We'll guide you
through the process of checking in to campus life and help you
understand the requirements and procedures you'll need to follow.
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University's Website
International Students Office Website

https://www.pw.edu.pl/engpw
https://www.students.pw.edu.pl/


USOS SYSTEM

To begin your studies, you need to complete the registration process
through the USOS system. USOS is a student portal that allows students
to manage their academic life, including registering for classes, checking
schedules, and viewing grades. As a foreign student, you can access the
USOS system through the dedicated USOSweb for Foreigners.

It's important to note that USOS has its own mobile application, which
allows you to easily view your class schedule, grades, and other academic
information.

Once you've completed the registration process, you'll receive a student
ID card, which you'll need to access university services and facilities. This
card will also give you access to the university's library, computer rooms,
and sports facilities. Be sure to keep it with you at all times, as you'll
need it to enter the university buildings, and to use the public
transportation system.

The registration process is just the beginning of your Erasmus adventure
at the Warsaw University of Technology. By following these simple steps,
staying on top of deadlines, and taking advantage of the resources
available to you, you'll be well on your way to a successful semester.

ID CARD
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USOSweb for Foreigners
Mobile USOS app for Android
Mobile USOS app for iPhone

https://usosweb.usos.pw.edu.pl/kontroler.php?_action=news%2Fdefault&lang=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=pl.edu.pw.mobilny&hl=en&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/pl/app/mobilny-usos-pw/id1522492067?l=eng


When it comes to finding a place to call home in Warsaw, there are a few
different options to choose from. Whether you're looking for a traditional
dorm room or a more independent living situation, there's something to
suit every student's needs.

One popular choice among Erasmus students is to live in a student
dormitory. These dorms, also known as "Akademik" offer a more
traditional university living experience. They are typically located on or
near campus and offer a variety of room options, such as single or shared
rooms. However, the availability and quality of dormitories may vary,          
so it's important to research your options and apply well in advance.

Another option for housing is to rent a private apartment or room. This
can offer more independence, but it also comes with the added
responsibility of finding and signing a lease, paying bills, and maintaining
the living space. Websites like Olx, Gumtree, or Facebook Marketplace
are popular platforms for searching for private rentals, but it's essential to
be cautious and thoroughly research any potential landlords or
roommates.

DORMITORIES

RENTING

Home Sweet Home: 
Finding Your Place 
in Warsaw
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http://olx.pl/
http://gumtree.pl/


PEPE HOUSING

We would like to recommend one more option – Pepe Housing which is     
a partner of ESN PW. Pepe Housing provides discounts and support to
international students in finding suitable accommodation in Warsaw. 

They offer a variety of options, from private apartments to student
dormitories, and their services include assistance with signing contracts
and arranging for utilities. You can use the code ESNPW to get 10% off
the booking fee. 

This can be a convenient and stress-free way to find a place to call home
during your time in Warsaw.

No matter which option you choose, it's important to start your housing
search early and be prepared to be flexible. The Warsaw housing market
can be competitive, so the earlier you start looking, the better your
chances of finding a place that suits your needs. 

And don't forget to check out the ESN PW Whatsapp chat for housing
offers from other Erasmus students.

Make sure to check out their offer at pepehousing.pl
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ESN CHATS

Erasmus in Warsaw
Erasmus at WUT

http://pepehousing.pl/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/E7T7OARzZTgE8WTYS5urfD
https://chat.whatsapp.com/BVPQFCvBLuuDBBzXN6KnmI


To start, you'll want to purchase a transportation card, also known as       
 a Warszawska Karta Miejska (Warsaw City Card). This card can be used
on all forms of public transportation and can be purchased at any metro
station, Ruch kiosk, or online in the app called Jakdojade.

When it comes to the metro, there are two lines to choose from: Line M1
and Line M2. The M1 line runs from north to south and the M2 line runs
from east to west, making it easy to get around the city.

If you prefer to take the bus or tram, be sure to check the schedules and
routes on the ZTM (Warsaw Public Transport) website or Jakdojade or
your preferred maps f.eg. Google maps. 

In terms of getting around the city at night, it's important to keep in mind
that regular public transportation schedules end around midnight.
However, the city does offer a network of night buses that run on            
 a limited schedule. 

Note that: Every single night bus is marked with an N letter and starts its
drive from Warszawa Centralna (Central Railway station bus stop). The
night buses typically run every hour and operate on demand, meaning
that you'll need to signal to the driver when you want to get on and off. 

ZTM

One of the first things you'll need to figure out is how to get around the
city. Thankfully, Warsaw has a variety of transportation options to choose
from, including buses, trams, metro, and trains.

Navigating the City:
Getting Around Warsaw
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LONG-DISTANCE TRIPS

If you prefer a more environmentally friendly way to get around Warsaw,
bike-sharing programs like Veturilo and Lime have got you covered.
Veturilo is the biggest bike-sharing system in Poland, with over 400
stations located throughout the city. To use Veturilo, simply register
online or via their mobile app, and then purchase a subscription or            
 a single-ride ticket. 

Scooters are also available to rent from companies like Lime, Hive, and
Bird. Just download their mobile app and you can ride a scooter on
designated bike paths or in bike lanes.

When it comes to public transportation and bike-sharing programs in
Warsaw, you'll find that they're generally affordable. Prices for
transportation vary depending on the type of ticket or subscription you
purchase. For example, single-ride tickets for public transportation start
at around 1.70 PLN (with Student ID).

BIKES & SCOOTERS

Last but not least, if you're looking to explore the surrounding areas,
trains are a great option. Polskie Koleje Państwowe (PKP) makes it easy
to travel between major cities in Poland like Krakow, Gdansk, or Wroclaw,
and neighboring countries.

Warsaw is a great starting point for these trips, with the most important
train stations being Warszawa Centralna, Warszawa Zachodnia, and
Warszawa Wschodnia.

TAXI

Taxis are a convenient way to get around Warsaw, and there are many
companies and apps to choose from such as Uber, Bolt, Free Now, etc...
Just be sure to check the fare and always use a reputable company to
ensure a safe and reliable journey.



Living the Warsaw Way:
Understanding the
Culture and Customs

One aspect of Warsaw culture to keep in mind is the
importance of punctuality. Being on time is highly valued in
Poland, so make sure to plan your schedule accordingly.
Additionally, it's important to be aware of social etiquette
when interacting with locals. For example, it's customary to
dress nicely when going out in public and to address people
using formal titles and last names.

The city has a wide range of available services, including
banks, laundromats, pharmacies, and supermarkets. You
don't need to worry about running out of essentials,         
 as there are 24/7 stores scattered all around the city.
Convenient stores like Żabka and gas stations are also
open late at night so you can always find what you need,

It's worth noticing that most stores/shopping malls in
Poland are closed on Sundays, so it's a good idea to plan
your shopping accordingly. However,  throughout the year
there are several "shopping Sundays" when stores are
allowed to be open, so be sure to check the schedule in
advance if you need to do some weekend shopping.

Warsaw is a unique blend of Eastern European tradition and modern
innovation, understanding these cultural nuances will help make your stay
more enjoyable.

SERVICES
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PUNCTUALITY
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Additionally, it's important to be prepared for the weather
in Warsaw. The city experiences all four seasons, with cold
winters and hot summers. Make sure to bring appropriate
clothing and gear, such as a warm coat, scarf, or gloves.

Poland is located in the Central European Time zone (CET),
which is one hour ahead of Coordinated Universal Time
(UTC+1). The typical format is a 24-hour clock (00:00)
instead of the 12-hour format with AM or PM. If you're
more used to the latter, it's a good idea to practice using
the 24-hour format before you arrive, so you can be on
time for all your important meetings and appointments.

WEATHER

TIME ZONE

During the summer, from March to October, the country
observes daylight saving time and moves the clock forward
by one hour, making it two hours ahead of Coordinated
Universal Time (UTC+2). It's important to remember these
changes when scheduling appointments to avoid being
early or late.

You should also be aware that the currency in Poland is
the Polish złoty (PLN). While most transactions are made
using credit or debit cards, it's a good idea to have some
cash on hand for smaller purchases or places that don't
accept card payments. You may also encounter the option
to pay with BLIK, a mobile payment system widely used in
Poland. To use BLIK, you'll need to download the app and
link it to your bank account. 

TIME CHANGE

PAYMENTS
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Smoking is not allowed on public transport, including
buses, trams, and trains. Additionally, smoking is prohibited
on platforms and at stops for public transport. If you need
to smoke, you should do so in designated areas only, such
as some bars, or outside away from public transport stops.
Smoking in non-designated areas can result in a fine.

Before you plan a visit to a museum, remember about
checking their website beforehand. On some days,
museums have free entrance! In addition to free admission
days, many museums in Warsaw offer discounted rates for
students. If you have a student ID, you may be able to get
a reduced rate on your admission ticket.

SMOKING

SIGHTSEEING

Consider purchasing a local SIM card to avoid expensive
roaming charges. You can do so from our mobile operator
partner, ORANGE FLEX. If you want to take advantage of
their special offer and get the first month for PLN 1, you
can visit their website linked below. This will allow you to
stay connected while keeping your phone bill low.

Drinking alcohol in public places (parks, squares, streets,
etc.) is illegal in Poland. To avoid any legal issues, and
friendly talk with a Polish police officer it's best to enjoy
your drinks in the safety of a bar or restaurant.

STAY CONNECTED

CHEERS!

Check out the Orange Flex offer

https://flex.orange.pl/en/promotions/1m1


Polski Survival Kit:
Words and Phrases for
Navigating Life in Poland

Polish can be a challenging language to learn. However, if you're up for
the challenge, there are plenty of resources available to help you learn.
Two popular options are Duolingo and Babbel, both of which offer
courses in Polish. 

To get you started, here are a few useful Polish phrases and expressions
that can help you navigate your first few days in Warsaw. Don't worry if
you don't get them right away - practice makes perfect! 
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Dzień dobry – Good morning / Good afternoon

Cześć – Hi / Hello

Jak się masz? – How are you?

Co tam? – What's up?

Dziękuję – Thank you

Proszę – Please / You're welcome

Tak – Yes

Nie – No

Przepraszam –Excuse me / I'm sorry

Nie mówię po polsku – I don't speak Polish

Gdzie jest toaleta? – Where is the toilet?

Piwo – Beer

Pierogi – Polish dish consisting of filled dumplings

Kawa – Coffee

Na zdrowie! - Cheers!/ Bless you!



Erasmus Networking:
Joining the ESN
Community

One of the best ways to make the most of your experience is by getting
involved with the ESN community. We are a student-run organization
that helps international students adjust to life on their exchange and
make new friends from all over the world.

Orientation Week is an exciting time for new international students, and
ESN organizes a range of activities to make sure you settle into your new
environment as quickly as possible. This is a great opportunity to meet
other students, learn about the university and the city, and get all the
information you need to start your semester off on the right foot. 

During this week, you'll have the chance to take part in various activities
such as city tours, cultural events, and parties, all designed to help you
settle in and make new friends.

ORIENTATION WEEK
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This meeting is typically held the day before Orientation Week starts and
is designed to provide you with important information about your stay in
Warsaw. During the Welcome Meeting, you'll have the opportunity to
meet the ESN team, learn about the various services available to you, and
ask any questions you may have.

WELCOME MEETING



Another great opportunity offered by ESN is the Buddy program.          
 As an Erasmus student, you will be matched with a buddy – a local
student who will help you navigate the city and university, answer any
questions you have, and show you around. This is a great way to get to
know someone who can help you feel more at home in Warsaw.

BUDDY PROGRAMME

Tandem meetings are informal gatherings where international students
can meet and practice speaking different languages with native speakers.
This is a great opportunity to improve your language skills, meet new
people, and learn more about polish culture. 

These meetings are usually held weekly and are a great opportunity to
improve your language skills, meet new people, and learn more about
Polish culture. Tandems are open to everyone, even if you haven't
attended before, so don't be shy and come over!

TANDEM MEETINGS
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To join the events organized by ESN PW, simply check out our social
media pages such as Instagram or Facebook to find the latest news about
upcoming events. There, you will find a wide range of events, such as
cultural trips, parties, sports events, and many more. 

Keep in mind that some events are open to all, but others may require
registration beforehand, so remember to take a look at the event details
before signing up. If you have any questions or worries, don't hesitate to
contact the ESN team. We're here to help and give you advice on the top
events to check out while you're in Warsaw!

HOW TO JOIN?

Follow us on Instagram
Stay updated and follow our Fanpage
Events with ESN PW at WhatsApp

https://instagram.com/esn_pw?utm_medium=copy_link
https://www.facebook.com/esn.pw
https://chat.whatsapp.com/Gonpng098ma1mMs8Ps7ae2


ESNCard: 
Your Ticket to Student
Discounts and Events
As a student coming to Warsaw, there's one card you don't want to forget
to get – the ESN Card, which can make your stay even better. 

With the ESNcard, you will enjoy thousands of discounts (housing, sport,
food, bars, etc.) all over Europe. Moreover, you will have the opportunity
to participate in thousands of events (trips, cultural events, sports
activities, and parties) all year long.

Discounts provided by ESNcard are carefully selected to enable you
cheaper traveling (airlines, bus, and taxi services) and make the most out
of your experience. A list of our partners includes Ryanair, Logitech,
Hostelling International, as well as Flixbus, and others. 

So how do you get your ESN Card? It's easy! 

All you have to do is visit the website below and follow the instructions.
You'll need to provide some basic information, including your name,
university, and exchange program details. Once you've filled out the form
and paid the fee (40 PLN), you'll receive your card and be ready to start
taking advantage of all the benefits it has to offer.

Don't miss out on the opportunity to get your ESN Card and start
enjoying all the perks of student life in Warsaw.

17Get your ESNCard!

https://esncard.org/
https://esncard.org/
https://card.esn.pl/


Polish Your Experience:
An Erasmus Bucket List
for Warsaw
As an Erasmus student in Warsaw, you're likely excited to explore all that
the city has to offer. But as you've probably already discovered, there's so
much to see and do that it can be overwhelming to know where to start.

That's why in we gathered some of the must-see as well as less well-
known entertainment options that the city has to offer.

WARSAW WONDERS

Explore Warsaw Old Town Market Square

Find the mermaid in the Old Town 

Visit The Royal Castle

Walk the entire street of Nowy Świat

Enter the observation deck in the PKIN

Visit Royal Łazienki Museum

Go with friends to Copernicus Science Center

Visit the POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews

Visit Warsaw Uprising Museum

Take a bus and visit the King Jan 3rd's Place in Wilanow 

Take a selfie at the Cosmos Museum

Visit the Museum of Vodka 
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GREEN GETAWAYS

FOODIE FRENZY
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Rent a bike and go for a ride in Saxon Garden

Have a picnic at Skaryszewski Park

Go to a Chopin Concert in Łazienki Park

Enjoy both sides of the Vistula River

Visit City Zoological Garden in Warsaw

Go to the roof at Warsaw University Library Garden

Go to a late screening at the Muranów cinema

Watch movie at outdoor cinema in Elektrownia Powiśle.

Eat Pierogi!

Visit the Hala Koszyki food hall

Grab a coffee at Francuska Street

Sip craft beer at PiwPaw

Go to lunch in a Bar Mleczny

Grab a Kebab at midnight 

Eat a doughnut from Paczkarnia

Try Polish street food at Hala Gwardii

Drink hot chocolate in Wedel

Prepare some polish dinner for your new friends!

Check out our bucket list on Google Maps!

https://goo.gl/maps/T4r4Wmn9t8MRp1mR6


Stay Safe and Sound:
Health and Insurance
During your stay, you may find yourself in need of support and assistance
throughout your exchange program. Whether it helps with academic or
personal issues, there are many resources available to you. 

When it comes to healthcare, there are a variety of options available to
you in Warsaw. The university has its medical center, which is open to all
students and offers a range of services, including general practitioner
consultations, vaccinations, and laboratory tests. Additionally, there are
several private clinics and hospitals in the city that offer specialized care.

It is important to note that all Erasmus students are required to have
health insurance coverage while studying in Poland. This can either be
through your home country's insurance or the European Health Insurance
Card (EHIC). Make sure to bring your EHIC card or proof of insurance
with you when you arrive in Warsaw.

One of the first places to turn for help is the International Students
Office. This office is specifically designed to assist international students
and can provide information on a wide range of topics, including academic
advising, housing, and healthcare. They can also help you navigate the
university's bureaucracy and connect you with other support services.

Another important resource is your Erasmus Coordinator. They are
responsible for the overall coordination of the Erasmus program and can
provide you with information about academic requirements, course
selection, and credit transfer. They can also help you with any issues you
may encounter during your exchange program.

You can also contact someone from ESN PW via Instagram or Facebook,
we are always ready to help!

STUDENT SUPPORT

HEALTH FIRST!
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Security Matters:
Keeping safe in Warsaw

112 – the emergency number, it can be called for any emergency
services, including police, fire brigade, and medical assistance.
986  –  the Municipal Police
997  –  the City Guard
998  –  the Fire Department
999  –  emergency medical Services

LEARN THE EMERGENCY NUMBERS

Being in a new city can be overwhelming, and it's important to be aware
of your surroundings and take precautions to ensure your safety.

During the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, it's important to stay informed
about the latest guidelines and restrictions from the Polish authorities. If
you have any concerns or questions about the COVID-19 situation at the
university, the International Students Office is available to assist you.
They can provide you with the latest updates and guidance on how to
stay safe and healthy while on campus.

By following these safety tips and being aware of your surroundings, you
can ensure a safe and enjoyable stay in Warsaw. Remember, if you ever
feel unsafe or need assistance, don't hesitate to call the emergency
numbers or reach out to the University or ESN for help.

It's recommended to avoid walking alone at night in deserted areas.
Be aware of pickpockets, especially in tourist areas.
It's a good idea to keep some cash on hand for emergencies.

WHEN IT COMES TO PERSONAL SAFETY
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OFFICE HOURS
Waryńskiego 12, Riviera Dormitory, Room A104
Mondays 5–7 PM
Wednesdays 5–7 PM

We hope this guide has been helpful in preparing you for your upcoming
Erasmus adventure in Warsaw. Remember that Warsaw is a unique and
exciting place with plenty to offer, so be sure to take advantage of all the
opportunities available to you.

With all the tips and tricks we've shared, you'll be well-equipped to
navigate the city, make new friends, and soak up all that this unique and
exciting place has to offer. WarSaw what we did there? We couldn't
resist one last pun.

But in all seriousness, we wish you the best Erasmus experience ever and
hope that your time in Warsaw will be unforgettable!


